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state  his   rival   Syphax,  whom the former
however defeated in battle, recapturing

marriage   n

Masmissa gave her up but sent her poison tn
prevent her failing into Roman hands
Corneille, Voltaire and Alfieri have written
tragedies around this theme.

Sir A. W. Ward (2nd ed. 1909).   For the wife

of George I (q.v.), see KOMGSMARK.                          .                     ... -------, ^v^urme UK

SOPHOCLES, sof'o-kleez (c. 496-C.4Q5 B.C.),     onc-timc betrothed and marrying her   Th
Athenian tragedian, one of the great figures of     Romans   objected   to   this   marriage,  in!
Greek drama, born at Colon us Hippius, an
Athenian suburb, had to forgo his ambitions
for the stage on account of a weak voice.   He

wrote well over a hundred items, most of         _.                      ______.....

them conventional satyr plays of which only SOPWITH, Sir Thomas Octave Murdoch
the Ichneutae survives, as well as seven major (1888- ), British aircraft designer aJ
plays, still extant, all written after his victory
over Aeschylus in a dramatic contest in 468.
He won first prize at the Great Dionysia 18
tirnes. The problem of burial is prominent
in both the Ajax and Antigone (possibly
c. 441), in the first an Olympian directive that
hatred should not pursue a noble adversary
beyond the grave, in the second as a clash
between sisterly compassion for a dead
traitor brother and the stately proprieties of
ICing Creon. Aeschylus, Euripides and
Sophocles each wrote versions of Electra, the
gruesome matricide by Orestes in revenge for
his father's death at the hands of his mother's
paramour. The _great Sophoclean master-
piece, however, is Oedipus Tyranntts, on
which Aristotle based his aesthetic theory of
drama in the Posiica and from which Freud
derived the name and function of the
4 Oedipus complex'. King Oedipus pro-

sportsman,'won the Baron"
1910 for flying across the English Channef-
founded the Sopwith Aviation Company at
Kingston-on-Tharnes (1912), where he de
signed and built many of the aircraft used in
the First World War. He was also chairman
of the Hawker Engineering Company and of
the Society of British Aircraft Constructors
(1925-27). A keen yachtsman, he competed
for the America cup in 1934. He was made
C.B.E. in 1918 and knighted in 1953
SORA.YA, properly Princess Soraya Esfandiari
Bakhtiari (1932- ), ex-Queen of Persia
born at Isfahan of Persian and German
parents. She was educated at Isfahan, and
later in England and Switzerland, and became
Queen of Persia on her marriage in 1951 to
His Majesty Mohammad &eza Shah Pahlavi
The marriage was dissolved in 1958. See
Life by Krause (trans. 1956).

claims sentence on the unknown murderer of  SORBON, Robert de (1201-74), Louis IX's

his father Laius, whose presence is thought
to be the cause of a plague at Thebes.   By a

confessor, founded the college of the Sor-
bonnc (1257).

gradual  unfolding   of  incidents,  he  learns   SORBY, Henry Clifton (1826-1908), English

that he was the assassin and that Jocasta his
wife is also his mother. He blinds hhnself,
goes into exile and Jocasta commits suicide.
The dramatic characteristics are the gradual
reversal in fortune of an estimable, con-
ventionally * good ' person, through some
untoward discovery in personal relationships,
but also linked to some seemingly minor
defect in character, in Oedipus' case, pride.
This combination of a minor defect with the
external cruel machinations of ate, or personal
destiny abetted by the gods, constitutes,
according to Aristotle, the famous * tragic
flaw * which arouses the tragic emotions of
pity and fear in the spectator and allows their
purgation in a harmless manner. This is in
sharp contrast to Aeschylean tragedy, which
is essentially static. There is no development
in the plot; the hero is doomed from
the beginning. The Trachiniae explores the
ruinous love of Heracles and Deianira. The
Philoctetes (produced in 409) and Oedipus
Coloneus would hardly be called tragic,
except for the grave circumstances which
attend the achievement of glory. See editions
and translations by L, Campbell (1871-81),
R. C. Jebb (1883-1908), F. Storr (1919) and
A. C. Pearson (1924), and studies by L.
Campbell (1879), T. B. L. Webster (1936),
F. R. Earp (1944), C. M. Bowra (1944), C. H.
Whitman (Harvard 1951), A. J. A. Waldock
(1951), F. J. H. Letters (1953), H. D. F.
Kitto (1958), also the latter's studies in Greek
drama (1939 and 1956) and R. Lattimore,
The Poetry of Greek Tragedy (1958).
SOPHONISBA, sof-o-niz'ba (d. c. 204 B.C.),
daughter of the Carthaginian general
Hasdrubal, was betrothed to the Numidian
prince Masiaissa but married for reasons of

chemist and geologist, born at Woodboume
Sheffield; elected F.R.S. in 1857, he devised
a method of examining metals by treating
polished surfaces with etching materials
under the microscope. He wrote on biology,
architecture and Egyptian hieroglyphics.
SORDELLO (d. c. 1270), Italian troubadour
named by Dante, was born at Mantua. His
poems (mostly in the ballad form) in the
Provensal language alone survive. Palazzi
edited his poems (Venice 1887).
SOREL, (1) Agnes (c. 1422-50), French-
woman, mistress from 1444 of Charles VII of
France, was born at Fromenteau, Touraine.
Her influence may have been partly beneficial.
See study by Champion (1931).
(2)  Albert (1842-1906), French historian,
born at Honfleur, elected to the Academy in
1894,    wrote    L? Europe    et    la   revolution
fran$aise (8 vols. 1885-1904).
(3)   Georges   (1847-1922),   French syndi-
calist philosopher, a road engineer who in
middle  age turned to politics and became
the  champion   of   Dreyfus.     Influenced by
Nietzsche, Marx and Bergson, he formulated
a political theory set down in his Reflexions
sur  la violence (1908;   trans. T. E. Hulme,
1915) by which he showed that true Socialism
could only come by violent revolution at the
hands of a disciplined proletariat, educated
through trade union organizations. Theoreti-
cally extreme, he compromised nevertheless
with his political opponents and had little
effect  on   the   French   trade  unions.    His
emphasis on the * social myth * as a means to
collective action, however, impressed Musso-
lini and foreshadowed the hideous Nazi con-
cept of the Herrenvolk.    See his Uatirim.
pour   une   thdorie   du   proletariat   (1919),